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ABSTRACT

Kashmir is the land of spirituality and has a long history of being the land of great sufi’s and saint’s. There are
hundreds of tombs of sufi saints which are of a great interest not only to locals but also to outsiders. Lot of
beautiful work has been done on the life of these sufi- saints of the valley and most of the work done by these
researchers is not only interesting but appreciable as well. However few works are merely based on the
superficial information, rumours and some clues. | find one such work claiming existence of tomb of Prophet
Moses in Kashmir valleys’ district Bandipora. Going through these claims added to my curiosity and | decided
to get authentic and first-hand information so as to come out with a conclusion which is authentic and based on
facts. This paper is my sincere attempt to get the relevant, authenticated, endorsed and first-hand information

about the claims made about the presence of the tomb of Prophet Moses in Kashmir valley.
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I.INTRODUCTION

Bi ble mentions that Lor dnda’holwetd dMorsecst achehi“rmooti sted
Mount Nabo and die, but thou shalt not go unto the I
unto Moses, get thee on top of mount Pisgah and lift up thine eyes eastward, and NokVegandird and

sout hward and behold the ®“Promised Land?” ... The | and
water of heaven.. . The | and is good and peaceabl e...t h
to some legends Moses is buried nadrwattu in the land of Moab (Mowu) opposite Bandipore earlier known

as Bethpor which is a derivative from the Betor of Bible. The view of the valley from top of a mountain

locally called Nebeb a | is as per the descr i pitidlacaly kndwn astkashir Pr o mi s
and a Kashmiri is called a Koshur. Jews call Koshur something approvable and pure especially in regard to

food. Many explorers and travellers from ancient times have written about the striking resemblance of Kashmir

to Biblica lands. It has also been mentioned in many accounts that in ancient times Kashmiris allowed only

Jews to enter the valley. A Kashmiri shepherd wearing a robe (pheran) and a skull cap tending his sheep near a
village is a typical scene from some biblicabm i e . I f Kashmir is the “Promised
God*"s “Chosen People?” The Jews call themsel ves to b

about the origin of Kashmiris and some claim that they ardeébeendantsf the losttribes of Israel.

A lot of research was done on the subject by British anthropologists i 3tiidcentury who weredvelling
with British troops andtoncluded that many of the Kashmiri tribes were remnants of the LossToilderael.

One of the mairtheories about the Jewish origin of Kashmiris was given by the book of George Madore,s t
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Tribes” printed btronlylm@r@idned ithaSolantonveadin Kashmim butalso provided

significant history and evidence that Moses was also here. tinkflashmir is considered to have the burial site

of Moses. There is a gragite that has been maintained for over 2700 years near the plains of Mowu, once
called Moab, above Pishnag, once known as Pisga.i¥loan Mount Nebo and about kilometers acrasfrom

Bandipur, which was once known as Bepabr and Betipeor. This is considered to be the burial place of

Moses. The book of Deuteronomy (346Yexplains that Moses died in the land of Moab and was buried near
Bethpeor . “And the ,(tolmids sias dt lsvesdrinta diahamhunto Isaad, and unto

Jacob, saying, | will give it unto thy seed; | have caused thee to see it with thine own ejfes shalt not go

over thithef. Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the lanfdaxb, acording to the word of the Lordk.

is also explained elsewhere in the chapter that Mount Nebo in the Abarim Mountains, Mount Pisga, and
Heshbon are in the vicinity. The biblical land of Moalmbw called the plains of Mow®iblical Pisga is now

called PishnagBethpeor was later called Behptur near t he Jhel um River, which
Persian. Now Behgiur is called Bandipur, and the village with the biblical name of Heshbon {Deuteronomy

4.46) is now called Hasba or HasbBhis area is about 80 kilometers north of Srinagar. If we travel to this area

today, Bandipur (Betip e o r meaning “the place that opens”) is ne
the plains of Lake Wular. Another 18 kilometers north we find tllage of Hasbal, both towns mentioned in

the Bible. Mount Nebo, in the Abarim Mountain range, is across from Bandipur and above the village of Pishga.

Mount Nebo offers a great view of the heavenly land of Kashmir

Another Noted historian of KashmiProfesor FidaMohammadHassnain Kharclaimed that prophet Moses
migrated from Egypt to Kashmir after fleeing persecution by the Egyptian Pharaohs, reached Kashmir and died
at the ripe old age of 120 and was buried at Mount Nebu in Bandipur, 50 kmwesthof Srinagar. For
defending his claimshe quoted several references from the biblical bemgkthe Old Testament states in the

Book of Deuteronomy that "Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the mountains of Nebu to the top of
Pisgah. So Moses died tlkein the land of Moab and he buried him in a valley over against Bethpeor". All the
places mentioned in the passage are émtat the vicinity of BandipurAdditionally, on top of Mount Nebu,

there exists the ruined tomb of "Musa", the Arabic equivaléMases, and a small isolated community that
inhabits the mount looks after the tomb and calls itself followers of Musa Paigambar, or Moses the Messenger.
The present custodian of the grave, Wali Rishi, 80, says his ancestors have guarded the grayedos a6d

insists that "this is the gve of the great prophet Moses$’rofessoHassnain Khan claims that Moses fled to

Kashmir with his followers after he was driven out from Canaan, whicbvisdays Israel.
Who was Prophet Moses?

Moses, Hebrew Moshéflourished 14th13th century bcg Hebrew prophet, teacher, anddea who, in the

13th century bcébefore the Common Era, or bc), delivered his people from Egyptian slavery. In the Covenant
ceremony at Mt. Sinai, where the Ten Commandments were praedides founded the religious community

known as | srael. As the interpreter of these Covenar
religious and civil traditions. In the Judaic tradition, he is revered as the greatest prophet and dedcher,

Judaism has sometimes loosely been called Mosaism, or the Mosaic faith, in Western Christendom. His
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influence continues to be felt in the religious life, moral concerns, and social ethics of Western civilization, and
therein lies his undying significaa.

Moses wasa prophet in the Abrahamic religions. According to the Hebrew Bible, he was adopted by an
Egyptian princess, and later in life became the leader of the Israelites and lawgiver, to whom the authorship of
the Torah or acquisition of the Toraltrdm Heaven is traditionally attributed. Also called Moshe Rabbenu in
Hebrew,he is the most important prophet in Judaism. He is also an important pnoj@taistianity, Islam, the

BahaiFaith, and a number of other Abrahamic religions.

According to the Bok of Exodus, Moses was born in a time when his people, the Israelites, an enslaved
minority, were increasing in numbers and the Egyptian Pharaoh was worried that they might ally themselves
with Egypt'senemies. Mosésdebrew mother, Jochebed, secretlg him when the Pharaoh ordered radiw

born Hebrew boys to be killed in order to reduce the population of the Israelites. Through the Pharaoh's
daughter (identified as Queen Bithia in the Midrash), the child was adopted as a foundling from the Nile river
and grew up with the Egyptian royal family. After killing an Egyptislave mastefbecause thslave master

was smiting a Hebrew), Moses fled across the Red Sea to Midian, where he encountered The Angel of the Lord,
speaking to him from within a burning sluon Mount Horeb (which he regarded as the Mountain of Gomlj.

sent Moses back to Egypt to demand the release of the Israelites from slavery. Moses said that he could not
speak with assurance or eloquenseGod allowed Aaron, his brother, to become spokesperson. After the

Ten Plagues, Moses led the Exodus of the Israelites out of Egypt and across the Red Sea, after which they based
themselves at Mount Sinai, where Moses received the Ten Commandments. After 40 years of wandering in the
desert, Moseslied within sight of the Promised Land on Mount Nel@®ourceBritannica encyclopaedia
Wikipedia)

Prophet Moses according to Islam?

Musa Ibnimranknown as Moses in the Hebrew Bible, considered a prophet, messenger, and leader in Islam, is
the most fregently mentiond individual in the QuranThe Quran states that Moses was sent by God to the
Pharaoh of Egypt and the Israelites for guidance and warning. Moses is mentioned more in the Quran than any
other individual, and his life is narrated and recoumtede ttan that of any other prophe&fccording to Islam,

all Muslims must have faith in every prophet (nabi) and messenger (rasul) which includes Moses and his brother
Aaron (Harun). The Quran stategloses is considered to be aophetic predecessor to Wlammad and
generally attribut¢he tale of Moses as a spiritual parallel to the life of Muhammad, considering many aspects of
their lives to be sharedslamic literature also describes a parallel between their believers and the incidents
which occurredn their lifetimes. The exodus of the Israelites from Egypt is considered similar to the migration

(hijra) made byhe followers of Muhammad.

Moses (Musa) is also very important in Islam for having been given the revelation of the Torah, which is
consideredo be one of the true revealed scriptures in Muslim theology, and Muslims generally hold that much
of the Torah is cofirmed and repeated in the Qur Moreover, according to Islamic tradition, Moses was one

of the many prophets Muhamad met in the evemtf the Miraj, when he ascendedrough the seveheavens.
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In Muslim belief, Moses is regarded as hayiurged Muhammad during his Mj to reduce the number of
prayers until they were only five remaining, whishregarded as being the five obligatory mesy Moses is
further revered in Islamic literature, which expands upon the incidents of his life and thkesnatigbuted to

him in the Quan and hadith, such as his direct conversation with (Bmlrcewikipedia)

11.LOBSERVATION AND ANALYSIS

After gaing throwh the book ofGeorge Mooreyiz“ Lost Tri bes” print bydnotédn 1860
historian of Kashmir Professor Fida Mohamni#assnain Khamabout the tomb of Prophet Moses in Kashmir, it
added to my curiosity to know and verify the realitoat the said claims. Ultimately after making thorough
review of the book oDeuteronomy other literatureand various claimd, decided to go to Bandipora district in
Kashmir valley, where the tomb of Prophet Mogeslaimed to beFinally it was the math of January2018

when | went to the said place. It was a pleasamny day, when | reacheBooth' (alsoknown asBethpora,
Khurshipora) village. Bethpora is approximately 11 kilometeres from main Bandipora town. There is a
macedamised road through tf@estswhich leads to Bethpora. On the way to Bethpora, an army d¢amp
located and on our way they questiorsgbutour visit to the area and my drivevas asked taurrendethis
identity card till we cane back.When | reached Booth villageye found tonb of Saint Bibi Aarifa (locally
known as Ded Mouij)ust adjacent to the main roadenteed the small gate of this tomb afalind a small
mosque just at the entrance of this tomb. Her grave is surrounded by wendimg with thatched roof and the

whole surrounding area is fenced by tin sheets.

IN THE BACKGROUND OF THIS PICTURE IS THE TOMB OF BIBI AARIFA AND HER
DISCIPLES AND THE BASE OF THE BIG TREE STANDING BEHIND ME IS CLAIMED TO BE
THE GRAVE OF PROPHET MOSES.

Fortunatelywaspresent one of theardaker and custodiaof this tombnamelyMr Mehrajutislam Reshi, son
of Mr Bashir Ahmad Reshi, who is also Imam of the mosque. During my conversétiiokir. Mehrajutislam
Reshi,he told me thaBethpora (Booth) village consists of five mohallas émd Mohalla where thetomb of

Bibi Aarifa is locatedis known as Rozbal, and the village is known as Booth which was previousy known as
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Bethpore and in the revenue recoiitléss known as Khurshiora. He further told me that they have migrated to
this village fom an adjacent village known as Gammandu. He further addethéhtatimbin this areaconsisits

of only three graves. The main grave is of the saint Bibi Adbifed Mouj) Just adjacent to this grave is the
grave of Naek Reshi who was disciple of Bibirdma nd adj acentsatmad BaddkgraRkas hif ‘a” s
the grave ofNovroj sahib, who was disciple of Naek Resiecording to Mr Mehrajulslam, Bibi Aarifa was

actually disciple of saint Baba Shakug-din Wali of Watlab area. Baba Shakud-din Wali directed Bibi

Aarifa to go to this areawhere Bibi Aarifa meditated for the rest of her life and died at the sameAdgbat

time there was no habitation in this arééhen | asked him about ttbaims ofgrave of Prophetoses in this
premise, he ategorically refuted and denied such claims and told it is totally baseless and based on rumours. He
told me that in the 1 98fessaridaMohammadthssikam KHamsited the dréa.st or i an
There is a roclembedded in the sadlt the lase of the bigreeand this rock was claimed to be the burial site of
prophet Mosesvhich is present irthe premises of tomb of Bibi AarifdPreviouslythis rock was bigbut we

have cutit to avoid heresyandonly a small portion of this rock is visibleow’ ¢claims Mr. Mehrajul-islam.
According to Mr Mehrajul-islamReshiat that time some historiahsid a conversation with his grandfather late

Mr Wali Reshi, andhey had misinterpretedmisquotedand misunderstood him arhd falsely and wrongly
claimedthat Mr. Wali Reshi has endorsed that here is the tomb of Prdgbses Mr. Meharjul-isalm Reshi

told me that thie lineageis the custodians/caretaken$ this tomb since morthan 900 years, but none of our
ancestors claied thathere is the tomb dProphet Moses. Mr Mehrajl-islam Reshifurther told me that after

the false and basdg claims made by somlgistorians and authorgnany foreign tourists of different
nationalities have visited this place and enquired about the claim of PMpbke$ tomb here They also came

with the references of places which are mentioned in their religious textoemitlewith the names of places

in the valley But every timewe strongly denied such type of claims. He ghatin factwe havemaintained a

list of both national and international visitors to thiace. We have maintained a diarhere the names and

other information related to visitors is maintained.

THE PLACE IN THIS PICTURE IS CLAIMED TO BE THE GRAVE OF PROPHET MOSES
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Lineage of custodian/caretakers of this tomb

My further research on this issugot some interestingevelations during my conversation witbcals and
various theologianef thearea abouthe presence of grave of propihdbsesin Booth villagepreviously known

as Betlporaof Bandiporathey categorically refuted these claims and saidttieat is no proof either fromny
religious books or from anliterature, manuscripts or inscriptions which will endorse these claimwsever,
there is mention of names of some places and mountaths imook of Deuteronomy and other religious books
of Jews andChristians whichsound similarbut isa mere coincidence-However accordindo the localsand
theologiansin the ancientimes there used toe afamous sainby the name oMusa He used to igit several
places for meditation. One of his halt was asthis Booth villagewhich is presently in district Bandipart is
said that this saiftlusamadea halt at tis place and meditated hefitr some time. e places whee this saint
madea stayand meditated ard oc al | y MusalPéaadd” Peasdin Kashmiri means a place where
someone makes a halt or staysdome timeOne of thisMusaPeands also present at Athwatu Bandippoa

the top of Abul MountainSimilarly there are also sevéraaces in the valley which are attributed to the name
of Musa But there is also neeliableliterature or other agce to authenticati it wassome local saint by the
name of Musa or was It Prophet Mosemwever it is all passed on from generationgneration orally.

According to my research some autharsd some historian mistook this local saint Mus®easphetMoses
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Their claim is merely based on the name of mountain and some places, whose name coincidently matches with
the names that are mented in the book obeuteronomymentioninglife of ProphetMosesand his migration.
Thereforeafter a very thorough and detailed researatmtlonlyfound the claim of grave of Prophelosesat

Boothvillage Bandiporatotally baseless, falsand wrongout also concluded it to blgased on rumours.
111.DEATH OF PROPHET MOSES ACCORDING TO ISLAM

Abu Hurairah narrated: "The Angel of Death was sent to Moses . When he came to Moses, Moses slapped him
on the eye. The Angel returned to his Lord and said: You kameme to a slave who does not want to die.'
Allah said: 'Return to him and tell him to put his hand on the back of an ox and for every hair that will come
under it, he will be granted one year of life." Moses said: '0 Lord! What will happen afterAtheti?eplied:

‘"Then death.' Moses said: 'Let it come now!" Moses then requested Allah to let him die close to the Holy Land so
that he would be at a distance of a stone's throw frovcitording to some Islamischolars the holy land
requested by proph&loses to Allahis the land ofAl Agqsa Mosque: Abu Hurairah added: "Allah's Messenger

said: 'If | were there, | would show you his grave below thesesdl hillon the side of the road."

The Messenger of Allah (S) was asked about the location of theggrao f Pr ophet Musa (a. s.)

the highway adjacent to the red hillock.

Narrated Abu Huraira: The angel of death was sent to Moses and when he went to him, Moses slapped him
severely, spoiling one of his eyes. The angel went back to his &nddsaid, "You sent me to a slave who does

not want to die." Allah restored his eye and said, "Go back and tell him (i.e. Moses) to place his hand over the
back of an ox, for he will be allowed to live for a number of years equal to the number ofoimaiing cinder his

hand." (So the angel came to him and told him the same). Then Moses asked, "O my Lord! What will be then?"
He said, "Death will be then." He (Moses) said, "(Let it be) now." He asked Allah that He bring him near the
Sacred Land at a distamof a sbne's throw. Allah's Messengeaid, "Were | there | would show you the grave

of Moses by the way near the red sand hill." [Sahih Bukhari]

(Hadith Explanation) In Ahmad ibn Hanbal andlfat b ar a n i we find the hadith that
come to people in a visible form. When he went to Mu!

sai d: Some of the heretics refuse to acknowledge thi
take him seriously? If he did noécognize him then would he not have retaliation from him for putting out his

eye? The answer is that Allah (subhana wa ta“"ala) di
soul at that moment, He sent him to him to test him. Musa punbkefirigel of Death because he thought that

he was a human who had entered his house without his permission and did not know that he was the Angel of
Deat h. The Shariah allows for the putting out of the
permission. The angels came to Ibrahim (AS) and Lut (AS) in human form and they also did not recognize them

at first. If Ibrahim (AS) had recognized them he would not have offered them food. If Lut (AS) had recognized

them he would not have feared forthtrm om hi s peopl e.”
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Anot her one of the people of knowledge said: “He hi't
choice since it is established that no prophet is taken without being given a choice. This is why, when he gave

himachoicethe econd t i me, he submitted.

From this hadith we learn that angels can take on human form. We also see that prophets do not cling to the life
of this world. They know that the real life is the life of the Hereafter and though the time of death may be
painul , since it must be gone through, they®"d rather Dbe

it less painful, rather, only makes one live in dread.

The exact place where Musa (upon him be peace) is buried is unknown but tradition holaslahatddin
Ayyubi once had a dream where he was shown this spot. He had a mosque built on the site which was further
expanded by Sultan Baybars in 1269 CE. The Magam is located 11km south of Jericho and 20km east of

Jerusalem.

THE PLACE IN THIS PICTURE IS CLAIMED TO BE THE GRAVE OF PROPHET MOSES
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IV.CONCLUSION

The claim that there istomb of Prophet Moses in Booth area of Bandipora is totally baseless. However there is
a possibility that Prophet Moses may have visited the Kashmir valley after migiratmorCanan (present day
Israe). But there is no proof of his tomb anywhere in the valley. Various researchers and historians are just
taking clues from the book @euteronomyand mere on the basis of names of the places which coincides with
the names m#ioned in this religious texareclaimingthe presence of Tomb of Prophet Moses in Booth area of
Bandipora.
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